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Tire Safety  
Located on the vehicle’s door post, 

door frame, glove box or inside the 

trunk lid, are placards placed by the 

manufacturer listing recommenda-

tions for tire size, inflation pressure, 

vehicle capacity weight and axle 

weight ratings..  This information can 

also be found in the vehicle owner’s 

manual.  Tire inflation pressures are 

also found on the side of the tire.  

The National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration’s website, 

www.nhtsa.gov.cars/rules/tiresafety/

ridesonit/brochure.html, has informa-

tion detailing what the number and 

letter designations on the side of 

your tire actually mean.  A tire gauge 

costs less than $2.  If you don’t al-

ready have a gauge, buy one and 

check your tire pressure every few 

tank fill-ups.  It is quick and easy, and 

may save your life. 

While tires are probably one of the 

most abused yet most reliable parts 

of your automobile, tire failure can 

result in a serious accident.  Staying 

in control of a vehicle with a blown 

tire can be a test of driving skill, 

especially in a rear-tire blowout.  

Avoiding a blowout is sometimes 

impossible, but careful maintenance 

and observation of safe practices can 

lower your chance of dire conse-

quences from a catastrophic tire 

event.  If you suffer a tire failure on 

the highway,  keep driving as straight 

as possible and do not rapidly or 

suddenly apply the brakes.  Wait 

until your car slows down to below 

30 mph before gently steering to-

ward a safe stopping place.  Don’t let 

the sound of the tire blowing out 

startle you.  It can sound like a 

bomb, especially a blowout at high 

speeds.  The best way to avoid tire 

failure is taking proper care of your 

tires.  Make sure you maintain 

proper tire inflation.   Don’t rely on 

tire pressure monitoring systems 

installed on some automobiles.  

Some of these systems fail to alert 

you to low tire pressure until the 

pressure is dangerously low.  Prop-

erly 

maintained tires improve the steer-

ing, stopping, traction and load-

carrying capability of your vehicle.   

Another benefit of properly main-

taining your tire pressure is in-

creased fuel economy.   

   Once you’ve determined that 

you have a need for life insur-

ance, you then need to decide 

where to buy it.  And this is not 

a decision you want to take 

lightly.  After all, purchasing the 

right amount and kind of life 

insurance might end up being the 

most important financial decision 

you’ll ever make.  So what are 

your options?   Because so many 

variables are involved in figuring 

out how much and what kind of 

life insurance to buy,  it shouldn’t 

come as a big surprise that most 

people prefer to buy life insur-

ance through an insurance agent 

or other financial advisor.   A 

good agent will take the time to 

carefully assess your financial 

situation and long-range objec-

tives, and then work with you to 

find the right products for your 

specific needs.  Call us at Heinze 

Insurance and we will help you.   

Tire failure can result in a 

serious accident. 

Let us help you with your Life Insurance needs. 
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